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This presentation will examine local Calumet County’s colorful history in the Manitowoc Watershed Basin following Wisconsin's implementation of the Federal Swamp Land Act of 1850. The Act transferred ownership of waste and swamp lands in Wisconsin from federal to state jurisdiction, and eventually legislated on to private parties who could reclaim the land by draining it. Besides swamp fever was a public health hazard and settling the land made it more valuable. 

As the land use changed so did the flood hazards. Documented heavy precipitation events in the mid 1900s through current times have made flooding a reoccurring thorn, and increasingly a potential economic risk to the area.

Today the area is in the midst of plotting out a community led vision to address flooding issues. The historical perspective is foundational to forming flood hazard mitigation strategies, both for local land use and the role of wetlands in the watershed. What about the original drained swamp lands? Well, come and find out what became of them.

